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 Steals Funds Sentenced to 37 months in Jail 

Debra Campbell, the owner of a company that managed finances for Homeowners’ 
Associations, was sentenced to 37 months in prison and ordered to pay $410,889 in 
restitution for wire fraud and filing false tax returns. 

Campbell knew which HOA boards did not monitor their bank account and began 
transferring money from those accounts into her business account. She used the money for 
personal expenses. To conceal the theft, she altered the HOAs’ bank statements to reflect 
a higher balance. From 2015 to 2018 she stole more than $250,000 from 23 of her client 
HOAs.   She did not report this additional income on her tax returns, causing the IRS a loss 
of $150,000. 

Alaskan Tax Evader 
 Might Not See  

the Light of Day for Years 
Tina Yi was indicted for filing false tax returns that underreported her income 
from a hotel, bar, and liquor store she owned in Nome, Alaska. 

Yi started the business in 2007 and between 2014 and 2017 evaded 
approximately 1.5 million dollars in taxes. She kept two sets of books, one that 
accurately kept track of income and expenses, and one that understated the 
company’s income. Yi provided the false records to her accountant and 
ultimately underreported her income by more than 3.2 million dollars. 

In October of 2017 a fire destroyed Yi’s business, killing a long time resident 
of Nome, and ultimately leading to the discovery of the tax fraud. She received 
a 1.8 million dollar insurance payout but the discrepancy in her accounting 
systems was discovered when Yi submitted financial records to a forensic CPA 
as part of the insurance claim.  

If convicted, Yi faces a maximum for 40 years in prison, as well as restitution. 

“According to a recent 
survey, 12% of Americans 
say that it's fine to cheat a 
little on your taxes, while 

the other 88% know not to 
talk to a guy with a 

clipboard asking them if 
they cheat on their taxes." 

― Jimmy Fallon 

Read about IRS cases I’ve solved on my website: www.shepardtaxsettlement.com 

 

Your IRS Questions Answered Here… 
 

Enter Our Trivia Contest for a Chance to Win a 
$250 Transferrable Gift Certificate! 

Take the Trivia Challenge to win! 
Each month, I’ll give you a new trivia question.  The first THREE people who call my office 
with the correct answer win a free $250 reduction on any IRS service I provide. Your prize is 
also transferrable, so use it for yourself, or give it to a family member or friend. Take your 
best guess and call me at 304-812-4550 or 865-774-3500. 

                    

This month’s question is…. 

How much of the world’s freshwater supply comes from snow and ice? 

        a)   65%                 c)   30%               

                    b)   80%                 d)   90%                

 
 

 

 

Question: Why should I use a Tax Resolution Specialist?  Can’t I deal with  
 
Answer:  You could opt to represent yourself before theeeee 

Question: I’m currently separated from my spouse, who owns his own business, 
and we are in the process of getting a divorce.  I have always filed jointly with my 
husband and now the IRS is sending me notices stating I owe $77,000.  I have no 
idea how they are coming up with this amount as my spouse was always responsible 
for making payments to the IRS. 
 
Answer:  You may be able to avoid this liability entirely under the IRS’s Innocent 
Spouse Relief rules.  Under federal law if an income tax return is signed by both 
husband and wife, both spouses are 100% responsible for the taxes owed.  However, 
the law permits special consideration where a spouse cannot be held responsible for 
actions that are attributable to the other spouse. 
 
If you meet certain criteria you may be able to apply for innocent spouse relief. One 
example is, your spouse didn’t report all their income; and you were not aware of 
it and no reason to know about it when you signed the tax return; and it would be 
unfair to hold you liable for the taxes owed due to your spouse’s error. If you feel 
you were deceived by your spouse or tricked into signing a return you thought was 
correct this will help your case too.  There are many other ways you may be eligible 
for relief under the IRS’s innocent spouse rules, and we can help sort this out and 
determine the proper path for resolution. 
 
We at Shepard Tax Settlement are experts in IRS tax problem resolution and help 
taxpayers with their IRS Problems every day.  We know the “ins and outs” and know 
how to navigate the IRS maze. There is a solution to EVERY problem. Call us today! 
304-812-4550 or 865-774-3500 a FREE, no-obligation confidential consultation! 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Did You Know? 

 

 
King Henry I allowed 
knights to opt out of 
their duties to fight 
in wars by paying a 

tax called “scutage" - 
essentially, a 

cowardice tax. 
 

 
 
 

Thank you for the Kind 
Words… 

After 15 years with a tax 
service we made the switch 

and it went very well and we 
are happy with the 

decision….Our business is 
complex and he was great at 
learning how our business 
works. I highly recommend 

him. 
-L. Mack 

 
 
 
 

 
I’d Like to Hear From 
You! 
If you have an IRS issue, or 
just want to refer a friend, 
relative or client, we’d love 
to hear from you.  We can 
provide a no-obligation 
confidential consultation to 
help you solve your IRS 
problems. 
 
304-812-4550 
865-774-3500 
shepardtaxsettlement.com 
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48 Fake W-2s  
Land Illinois Man in Jail 

Michael Mendoza, an Illinois businessman, has been sentenced to 33 months 
in prison for tax fraud. 

Mendoza admitted that in 2014 he filed a tax return using two fabricated W-2 
forms that claimed he and a joint filer were entitled to a federal refund of 
$79,320. The IRS deposited that amount in Mendoza’s bank account.  

When the IRS first began investigating Mendoza’s tax returns, he obstructed 
the investigation by submitting fictitious documents and made false statements 
concerning his employment in 2014.  

Eventually, Mendoza admitted that in 2009 and 2015 he fabricated additional 
W-2 forms in his name and the names of two relatives, whose returns were 
deposited into accounts Mendoza controlled. For these years the IRS issued 
additional refunds totaling $354,530, and the state of Illinois issued refunds 
totaling $80,647. To support his claims, Mendoza created 48 false W-2 and  
W-2c forms in his name and that of two other relatives. Mendoza, 35, started 
his tax fraud schemes in his early 20s. 

In addition to the prison sentence, Mendoza was ordered to pay restitution in 
the amount of $434,314 to the IRS and $80,647 to the state of Illinois.  

 

 
 
 
  

 
 

The best part of being in the Tax Resolution business is seeing 
the happiness and joy on my client’s faces when they have settled 
with the IRS and once again have control over their lives. 
Referrals from happy clients are part of the key to my success.   
So thank you all for your referrals!   

I Love Referrals! 
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Thank you!  
Thanks to Robert and Vanessa, for your referral.  We will handle this case 
with the same professionalism as we did with yours. Thanks to my clients 

and friends who graciously referred me to their friends, clients and relatives 
last month! I enjoy building my business based on the positive comments 

and referrals from people just like you. 
I just couldn’t do it without you! 

Elected Official 
Elects to  

Plead Guilty to  
Tax Evasion 

 
Ronald Ray Wilson, A 
former member of the Texas 
House of Representatives, 
faces up to five years in 
prison after pleading guilty 
to tax evasion. 
 
Several years after leaving 
office, two US Tax Court 
decisions found that he owed 
back taxes to the IRS. 
However, he refused to pay 
the taxes due and went to 
great lengths to hide his 
income. 
 
As the founding partner of a 
law firm, he began 
depositing his monthly 
salary into the firm’s trust 
account, which is only 
supposed to hold client 
funds. 
 
To avoid further scrutiny, he 
switched his House of 
Representatives pension 
checks from direct deposit to 
physical checks, and then 
deposited the checks into a 
trust account he controlled. 
He would then convert the 
money into cashier’s checks. 
 
Wilson caused a tax loss to 
the IRS in the amount of 
$794,632. He faces up to 
five years in prison. 
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Sharing Your Success Story! 

Accountant  
Has Employer 
Pay His Bills  

IRS Catches On 
Michael Goldner, an accountant 
for a company in Pennsylvania, 
was sentenced to 40 months in 
prison for tax fraud. 

From 2013 to 2017 Goldner 
reported more than four million 
dollars in income and 1.8 million 
dollars in tax due, of which he 
paid less than $100,000. 

From 2016 to 2020, in order to 
evade paying the taxes he owed, 
Goldner cashed his paychecks 
and used his employer’s bank 
accounts to pay hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in personal 
expenses. This included rent, a 
second home, groceries, private 
school and dance lessons for his 
child, country club dues and 
restitution from a prior fraud 
conviction for which he was on 
federal probation. The fraud 
conviction was for wire fraud 
and tax evasion after bilking 
would be investors out of 
millions. 

For 2016 and 2017 Goldner did 
not include any of the income 
from his employer on his tax 
returns, and he did not file 
returns for 2018 and 2019. 

In addition to the prison sentence 
he was ordered to pay restitution. 

Are You My Next Client of the Month? 
Every month I choose a very special Client of the Month. It’s my way of 
acknowledging good friends and saying “thanks!” to those who support me and 
my business with referrals, word of mouth and repeat business. 

This month’s Client of the Month is Douglas S. He is a great family man, a great 
asset to his company and he brought us locally made wine as a gift. 

You might be my next Client of the Month too! Watch for your name here in an 
upcoming month. 

Apple Employee Is One Bad Apple 
Steals 17 Million Dollars  

From Tech Company 
A former Apple employee, Dhirendra Prasad, pleaded guilty to conspiracy to commit 
fraud after admitting that he defrauded the tech giant of more than 17 million dollars. 

Prasad was a buyer in Apple’s Global Service supply chain and was responsible for 
purchasing parts and services from Apple Vendors. Beginning in 2011, he started 
taking kickbacks, inflating invoices, stealing parts, and causing Apple to pay for items 
and services never received. 

Prasad worked with two Apple vendors who have since admitted their guilt. In one 
instance Prasad shipped motherboards from Apple’s inventory to one of the vendors 
so the vendor could harvest the components and sell them back to Apple. In other 
instances Prasad sent components from an Apple warehouse to a different vendor who 
repackaged them and sold them back to Apple. 

Prasad engaged in tax fraud by funneling illicit payments from one vendor directly to 
his creditors. He also created a shell company that issued sham invoices to one of the 
vendors in order to conceal illicit payments and to allow the vendor to claim hundreds 
of thousands of dollars in false tax deductions. This caused the IRS a loss of more 
than 1.8 million dollars. 

Prasad has been ordered to forfeit five million dollars in property and cash, faces up 
to 20 years in prison and restitution. 


